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To board or wall dry, first gently press your sheets — they should not be quite fully 
pressed (i.e., they should retain some moisture) or they won’t stick to the 
boards. Lift one sheet from its felt and lay it on the drying surface. Use a rubber 
brayer or wide paintbrush to affix the sheet to the surface. If you’re brushing onto 
a vertical surface, there is a technique you can use to adhere it while keeping it 
from falling to the ground. Start by brushing diagonally from the center toward 
the upper right corner of the sheet. While holding the upper left corner with your 
fingers, brush from the upper right corner to the bottom left corner. Next, brush 
from the center to the upper left corner; then continue brushing from the center 
out, to adhere the rest of the sheet. Make sure that you cover the entire sur-
face of the sheet, brushing with firm, even strokes. If the sheets were pressed cor-
rectly, you should be able to brush firmly without damaging their surface. The 
edges must be well adhered, because they will dry the fastest and could pop off 
the drying surface. If the edges curl before the sheets are dry, they will shrink 
more than the rest of the sheet and be difficult to flatten.   

Paper sheets can be brushed onto boards or 
walls for drying. The sheets stick to the boards 
and are peeled off when dry. The paper takes on 
the finish of the board or wall, showing the grain 
or texture on the side of the sheet that was stuck 
to the surface. You can use almost any smooth 
surface for drying papers, such as wood, met-
al, glass, plexiglass, or formica. You can even 
brush your sheets onto plaster walls, as is com-
mon in India, where the walls are heated by the 
sun and the sheets dry quickly. 

Some fibers shrink a lot when drying, and will pop off boards before they are dry. 
You can try applying methyl cellulose to the edges of the sheets as you apply 
them to the boards to help them stay adhered until dry. If you are drying your 
sheets outside, you might try starting them in the shade and then moving them 
into the sun after they are somewhat dry. This allows them to dry slowly and 
might prevent them from popping off. When they’re dry, peel the sheets of paper 
off the boards. Start at one corner and peel in one fluid motion. If you have a 
problem releasing the corner, try using a razor blade to lift it, but be careful not to 
damage the paper. 


